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4th International Middle East Summer 

School in Munich and Vienna, 3-26 Au-

gust 2017 
 

Since 2014, the Munich-based Middle East and Inter-

national Affairs Research Group (MEIA Research) 

has organized every year a three-weeks international 

summer school program on Middle East politics, eco-

nomic, social and cultural affairs. It has been taking 

place at Munich Ludwig Maximilian University 

(LMU), including field trips to other cities.  

In 2017, the program had 19 participants, advanced 

students and young professionals with various back-

grounds from 15 different countries (America, Europe 

and Asia). Like in previous years the students were 

provided with a broad understanding of the key politi-

cal, economic, and societal developments in the con-

temporary Middle East, instructed by academics and 

practitioners with long-standing experience in the 

region.  

In addition to the academic part, the summer school 

also included a “field trip” to Vienna with visits to the 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) and the King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Interna-

tional Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dia-

logue (KAICIID). 

The summer school program is organized in cooper-

ation with the Center for Applied Policy Research 

(C.A.P.), the Institute for Near and Middle East Stud-

ies at LMU, and the International University Club 

Munich. In addition to the courses, it offers a rich 

cultural program with sightseeing, visits to museums, 

traditional Munich beer gardens, a trip to Salzburg, 

and much more.  

The program targets both advanced students and 

young professionals from various backgrounds. Ap-

plicants should have a general interest in foreign poli-

cy, economics, and societal developments and be 

willing to participate in an interdisciplinary and inter-

cultural learning process.  

For further details and information on the 2018 pro-

gram see www.meia-misu.de.  

Ludwig Schulz 
 

 
 

Summer School participant at OPEC in Vienna 
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AGYA International Bilingual Summer 

School: “Practicing ‘Blickwechsel’: En-

tangled Perspectives on Theory, Arts and 

History in the Field of Arabic Literary 

Studies”, American University of Beirut 
(AUB), 22-24 September 2017 
 

The summer school was organized by Bilal Orfali 

(American University of Beirut), Barbara Winckler 

(Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster) and 

Christian Junge (Philipps-Universität Marburg) in the 

framework of the Arab-German Young Academy of 

Sciences and Humanities and funded by the German 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). 

It brought together ten junior scholars and four senior 

scholars from Egypt, Germany, Italy, Lebanon, Mo-

rocco and Sweden. Samy Soliman Ahmad (Cairo 

University), Zeina Halabi (American University of 

Beirut), Maria Elena Paniconi (University of Macera-

ta) and Fatiha Taïb (Mohammed V University in 

Rabat) acted as mentors to the junior scholars. The 

summer school is part of the international summer 

school program “Arabische Philologien im Blick-
wechsel – متعددة ϯبرؤ Δعربي Εدراسا Ϯنح“ (www.arabic-

philologies.de), founded 2014. The next summer 

school is planned for September 2018 in Morocco on 

“Emotions That Matter”. 
Can an exchange of perspectives and experiences 

between Western and Arab scholars take place in a 

purely academic context? Is it possible to elect Arabic 

as an academic language in the field of Arabic litera-

ture studies even outside Arab universities and re-

search centres? 

The answer to these two questions was the main 

goal of the AGYA International Bilingual Summer 

School “Practicing ‘Blickwechsel’: Entangled Per-
spectives on Theory, Arts and History in the Field of 

Arabic Literary Studies”. Not only did the project 

succeed in the accomplishment of its goals, promoting 

a fruitful, bilingual English-Arabic debate about some 

pivotal issues concerning the Arabic studies, but it 

also proved to be an interesting experiment that 

should be replicated elsewhere.    

http://www.meia-misu.de/
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The structure of the summer school favoured the 

positive result. The participants engaged in two plena-

ry debate sessions: the first one was about Hans Belt-

ing’s work Florence and Baghdad: Renaissance Art 

and Arab Science and was held in English, while the 

second one, in Arabic, was focused on Abdelfattah 

Kilito’s Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language. Both of 

these books triggered a lively discussion. In particular, 

the questions aroused by Belting’s book revolved 
around the very nature of the book – does Belting’s 
work really embrace a comparative approach, or does 

it rather resort to Arabic architectural forms in an 

ancillary way? – as well as the point of view of the 

author on Islamic art, which many of the discussants 

deemed to be affected by a certain aniconic bias. 

Kilito’s book also inspired a hot debate, which even-
tually focused on a key point: Is Kilito’s theory trans-
missible? Does it offer a viable critical method, or is it 

too anecdotal and subjective to be replicable and 

teachable? 

Methodological issues were at the core of the project 

discussion sessions, in which the ten young scholars 

and PhD students were split into two groups and had 

the chance to present their research projects and dis-

cuss them at length with senior scholars from Leba-

non, Germany, Italy, Egypt and Morocco. This was a 

very fruitful and unique moment, considering the fact 

that academic conferences rarely allow enough time 

for in-depth discussion of crucial issues.  

Among the problems raised by the debates, the lack 

of a shared methodology joining Arabic literary criti-

cism and the non-Arabic one, turned out to be a major 

issue, which both young and senior scholars admitted 

had to be confronted. Besides the content of each 

single research project, indeed, the lack of a unified 

theoretical background was perceived as a substantial 

problem that needs to be overcome. The first step to 

achieving such a goal is the capability of exerting self-

critique, and secondly, the will to start a real and ef-

fective cooperation between universities and research 

centres. 

Finally, two keynote lectures were given in the 

frame of the summer school. The first lecture, given 

by Prof. Charbel Dagher and titled “The ‘Visuality’ of 
the Modern Arabic Ode” (in Arabic), focused on the 
sources of the poetic image, traditionally explained 

only in terms of rhetoric. Drawing on samples from 

the poetry of Badr Shaker al-Sayyab and Muhammad 

al-Maghout, Dagher shed light on the important role 

of other external sources in the construction of the 

poetic image, including visual art and chiefly cinema. 

In addition, he traced back this feature of the poetic 

image to the renewing poetic context of the 1940s and 

1950s, asserting how the openness of the modern Arab 

poets “to the street” as well as to the other arts is one 
of the novelties of their poetry. 

  The second speaker was Prof. Mahmoud al-Batal, 

who gave a lecture titled “Towards a Linguistic Arab 
Spring” (in Arabic), in which he highlighted the ne-
cessity of tackling the new challenges brought by 

diglossia in the Arab world. In particular, Prof. al-

Batal maintained the necessity of continuing using 

standard Arabic for communication while enhancing 

the language teaching methods. Al-Batal explained 

how resorting to mixed Arabic in the classroom – a 

language which respects the correctness of the stand-

ard variety while not disdaining the use of some fea-

tures closer to the vernacular – would be useful for the 

learners, as they could rely on the whole spectrum of 

their linguistic skills in order to achieve their goals in 

the most effective way. 

The AGYA International Bilingual Summer School 

“Practicing ‘Blickwechsel’” succeeded in fostering 

the idea of using Arabic as an academic language. The 

school was effective in offering young Arab and 

Western scholars the opportunity to exchange 

knowledge and perspectives, creating an academic 

arena of shared and collaborative experience, and 

imbuing the participating scholars and PhD students 

with a range of different perspectives and methodolo-

gies not solely limited to Arabic literary studies, but 

expanded to include arts, history, philosophy, etc. The 

diversity experienced in the debate sessions’ readings, 
keynote lectures, and young scholars’ presentations 
validated the use of different academic approaches. 

From Belting’s insight on perspective, to Dagher’s 
“‘Visuality’ of the Modern Arabic Ode”, many alle-
gorical paradigms were introduced offering an envi-

ronment of interdisciplinary approaches, analyses, and 

philosophies, and thus achieving the main goal of the 

summer school’s “entangled perspective”. 
 Fernanda Fischione, Hala Ghoname, Arturo Monaco 
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AGYA-Conference: “Media Transitions 

and Cultural Debates in Arab Societies: 

Trans-historical Perspectives on the Im-

pact of Communication Technologies”, 
Tunis, 24-26 November 2017 
  

The international conference was held at Beït al-

Hikma, the Tunisian Academy of Sciences, Letters 

and Arts in Tunis. Its aim was to explore the relation 

between ‘new media’ and cultural production from a 
trans-historical perspective (9th-21st century).  

The conference was organized by AGYA members 

Barbara Winckler (Junior Professor for Modern Ara-

bic Literature and Culture, University of Münster), 
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